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The Constitution of 

the Republic of East 

Turkestan 
The following are comparisons of the new and old 

articles which are in red and crossed out. The 

new articles were updated and ratified by the 

Parliament at the Special Virtual Session on 

March 22, 2020. 
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The present Constitution has been written according to the common national volition of East 

Turkistani emigrants who have been living in exile since the occupation of East Turkistan by 

Communist China in October 1949. The Constitution aims to provide a measure to ensure that 

the people of East Turkistan and their children live in liberty and show the right path of what the 

people of East Turkistan must go through after they restore the state. 

The Constitution was approved by members of parliament at the convened congress from 

November 20 to 22, 2004. The Uyghur version will be based. 

 

 

 

The first amendment: 

 

The Constitution was updated and ratified by the Parliament at a Special Session in Washington, 

DC on April 20, 2019. 

 

 

 

The second amendment: 
 

Exiled Parliament amended the main section of the constitution on March 22, 2020 in virtual 

Parliament at a Special meeting. The prime minister system of the Exiled Government was 

abolished, and the model of the United States government system was adopted with approval of 

the majority of Exiled parliament members and President Erkin Ablimit. The terms of Prime 

minister, Vice prime minister and Chairman of Parliament are no longer exist. 

 

 

We express our thanks to the following brothers and sisters of the parliament who have spent 

precious time and provided important materials for the second amendment.  

 

 

Adiljan Masimov Neyimjan Karwan 

Erkin Ablimit Dr. Melike Abliz 

Erkin Rozi Syit Taranchi 

Gheni Ghupur Dr. Talip Atajan 

Mahira Gopur Yadikar Gheniov 

 

• Names are listed in the alphabetical order 
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ARTCILE 10. The High Commission shall be a 7-member group composed of the President, 

Vice President, Speaker of the Parliament, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament, Prime Minister, 

and Deputy Prime Minister. The High Commission constitutes the supreme leadership of the 

government that has been given the authority to oversee and guide the East Turkistan 

Republic's Government-in-Exile events, meetings, and to issue important directives. 

 

Article 10. The President nominates someone for a six-year term for a vacancy on the Court, and 

the parliament votes to confirm the nominee, which requires a simple majority.  

The duty of Supreme Court Justices (1) decides whether the law passed by Parliament is 

constitutional and in the interest of the people and the State. (2) Decides whether the law is 

interpreted by the Executive correctly and fairly or not. 

 

ARTICLE 11. The High Commission shall meet once a year (and more often if necessary) at any 

location, at the invitation of the President. Issues involving East Turkistan, the Government, the 

members of the Government, and the Government's official statements shall be discussed, and 

directives resulting therefrom shall be issued by a majority vote. The decisions shall be recorded 

into law (made official) by the Prime Minister  

 

Article 11. The Supreme Court Justices shall meet once a year at any location. Issues involving 

the Government, government resolutions, government members, and the Government's official 

statements shall be discussed, and a majority vote shall issue directives resulting from there. 

Supreme Court shall publish the decisions.  

 

ARTICLE 12. The Ministers of the East Turkistan Republic's Government-in-Exile shall be 

organized into a Ministerial Cabinet under the auspices of the Prime Minister. Based on the 

severity of the violation, three reprimands shall be issued to Ministers in the Ministerial Cabinet 

who undermine or violate the programs (policies) of the Government (some extreme violations 

will receive no warning and violators will be punished immediately). Those who do not heed 

these reprimands(s) shall be dismissed from the Cabinet by the Prime Minister once the decision 

has been made by the Ministerial Cabinet and affirmed by the President. 

 

Article 12. The Ministers of the East Turkistan Republic Government in Exile shall be organized 

into a Ministerial Cabinet under the President's auspices. Anyone in the Government must 

receive written permission from the relevant minister before taking any action. Otherwise, based 

on the violation's severity, the President shall use dismissal, suspension, or notification measures. 

In the ministers' Cabinet, the ministers' opposition's seriousness or violate the programs 

(policies) of the government notice, suspension, and fire measures will be taken by the President. 

 

ARTICLE 13. The Cabinet shall meet once or twice a year, in which they shall submit reports on 

the implementation of Government programs (policies) and discuss and act on how to implement 

the High Committee's directives and the Government's policies. 

 

Article 13. The Cabinet shall meet at least once a month under the President's chairmanship, in 

which they shall submit reports on the implementation of Government programs (policies) to the 

President. The current issue will be discussed and taken necessary measures or decisions with the 

approval of the President.  
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Part Three 

 

EAST TURKISTAN'S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS AND CITIZENSHIP  

 

ARTICLE 14. The Parliament shall elect a Speaker, a Deputy Speaker, a Secretary General and 

two Assistant Secretaries General (all these positions must have at least two candidates) from 

among the Members of the Parliament, for a term of 4 years, by a two-thirds majority of the 

vote. The Parliament is composed of Members of Parliament elected in accordance with the 

rules of the Parliament and elected from any region in a democratic manner. The Parliament 

opens – apart from extraordinary cases – at the end of every four years on November 10 and 

closes on November 11. The Members of Parliament are elected according to ARTICLEs 17, 

18, and 19 of this Constitution, and thus the Parliament is formed. Newly elected Members of 

Parliament shall assume office with an oath on November 12. 

 

Article 14. The President nominates two people from among the parliament members, and the 

parliament votes to confirm the nominee as the speaker of the exiled Parliament, which requires 

a simple majority. The elected parliament speaker will appoint one deputy speaker, one 

secretary-general, and two assistant secretary generals (note: The President nomination is valid 

only for exiled Parliament, after restoring of the nation, the Parliament shall elect a speaker from 

among the Members of the Parliament by a majority of the vote without President nomination). 

The Parliament is composed of Members of Parliament elected following the Parliament's rules 

and democratically elected from any region. The Parliament opens – apart from extraordinary 

cases – at the end of every four years on November 10 and closes on November 11. The 

Members of Parliament are elected according to ARTICLEs 17, 18, and 19 of this Constitution, 

and thus the Parliament is formed. Newly elected Members of Parliament shall assume office 

with an oath on November 12. 

 

 

ARTICLE 26. The President shall be chosen through election by Parliament. Candidates must be 

citizens of East Turkistan who have devoted themselves to the cause of Independence for East 

Turkistan, who are self-sacrificing for the interests of the people of East Turkistan, who are 

respected and loved by the East Turkistani people, who have reached at least the age of 25, who 

are educated, who are of Turkic ethnic background, who eligible to be elected Members of 

Parliament, and who espouse the national interest. The President may only be elected to two (4-

year) terms. The President-elect shall assume office with an oath. 

 

Article 26. The President of the exiled Government shall be chosen through election by 

Parliament. (note the President of the nation shall be chosen through election by citizens after 

restoring the State.) Candidates must be of Turkic ethnic background, who have devoted 

themselves to Independence, self-sacrificing for the people's interests, respected and loved by the 

East Turkistani people. At least 35, at most the age of 70, healthy, educated, and who espouse the 

national interest. Who eligible to be elected Members of Parliament (note, it is not necessary to 

be a parliament member for the nation's President after restoring the State.) The President may 

only be elected to two (4-year) terms. The President-elect shall assume office with an oath. 

 

 

ARTICLE 27. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT  
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The President shall nominate two people for the position of the Prime Minister and shall put 

them forth to Parliament, who shall elect one. The President has the right to approve or reject 

candidates for the Prime Minister's Cabinet. Should the Prime Minister commit serious 

wrongdoings, he/she shall be reprimanded, and if he/she does not heed the reprimand, then 

Parliament shall be obligated to propose their dismissal. The President shall retain the right to 

write a proposal, with evidence, to either dismiss, replace, or extend a candidate's position in 

the Prime Minister's Cabinet. 

The President is the symbol of the Unity of the State. The President shall undersign the laws, 

regulations, statements and decrees endorsed by the Parliament; in addition, he/she shall 

appoint ambassadors abroad and shall receive the ambassadors of foreign countries. Upon the 

proposal of the Minister of Justice, he may pardon those who have committed major crimes or 

lessen their penalty. 

  

Article 27. The President shall appoint a parliament member as a vice president and nominate 

two people for the parliament speaker's position and shall put them forth to Parliament, who shall 

elect one by the majority. The President is the symbol of the Unity of the State. The President 

shall undersign or reject to sign the laws, regulations, statements, and decrees endorsed by the 

Parliament majority. However, the President shall have an obligation to sign the bill endorsed by 

the two-thirds (note, roundup if the two-thirds is not an integer) of Parliament within two weeks.  

President shall appoint ambassadors abroad and shall receive the ambassadors of foreign 

countries. Upon the Minister of Justice's proposal, he may pardon those who have committed 

major crimes or lessen their penalty. 

 

ARTICLE 28. During periods when the President is prevented from executing the duties of 

his/her office, because of illness, travel, or other reasons, the Vice President, who is a Member of 

Parliament, shall serve as acting President, and shall be vested with all the powers of the 

Presidency, until the President has recovered from his/her illness, returned from his/her journey, 

etc. In the event of the death of the President, the Vice President shall fill his/her office until a 

new President has been elected by the Parliament. The present ARTICLE is also valid for the 

President of East Turkistan Republic-in-Exile. 

 

Article 28. During the President's periods, he is prevented from executing his/her official duties 

because of illness, travel, or other reasons. The Vice President, a Member of Parliament, shall 

serve as acting President and shall be vested with all the Presidency's powers until the President 

returns to the office. In the President's death, the Vice President shall serve as a President until 

the end of the Presidency term, and the Parliament elects a new President in the assembly. The 

present ARTICLE is also valid for the President of East Turkistan Republic-in-Exile. 

 

ARTICLE 29. Should the President violate the Constitution and its principles by acting 

unilaterally and refusing to respect the Parliament's and the High Committee's directives, he/she 

shall be warned three times. Should the President fail to heed these warnings, with the proposal 

of the High Committee, at the behest of Parliament, the President shall be impeached from 

office. In these cases, the Vice President shall assume the office of the Presidency until a new 

President has been elected by the Parliament. 

 

Article 29. Should the President violate the Constitution and its principles by acting unilaterally 

and refusing to respect the Parliament's and the Supreme Court's directives, he/she shall be 
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warned three times. Should the President fail to heed these warnings, the President shall be 

impeached from the office with the parliament speaker's proposal and approval of the Supreme 

Court and two-thirds of Parliament. In these cases, the Vice President shall serve as a President 

until the end of the Presidency term, and the Parliament elects a new President in the next 

assembly. 

If damaging the national security, national prestige, and the interests of the State (such as 

cooperating with the Chinese Government, selling the interests of the State), then the President 

shall be impeached from the office, convicted of Treason, and expelled from the Government 

with the proposal of the parliament speaker and approval of the Supreme Court and two-third of 

Parliament. In these cases, the Vice President shall serve as a President until the end of the 

Presidency term, and the Parliament elects a new President in the next assembly. 

 

Part Eight 

 

THE ELECTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S RIGHTS AND 

DUTIES 

 

ARTICLE 30. The Prime Minister shall be chosen through election by Parliament. Candidates 

must be citizens of East Turkistan, who have devoted themselves to the cause of Independence 

for East Turkistan, who are self-sacrificing for the interests of the people of East Turkistan, who 

are respected and loved by the East Turkistani people, who have reached at least the age of 25, 

who are educated, who are of Turkic ethnic background, who are eligible to be elected Member 

of Parliament, and who espouse the national interest. The Prime Minister may only be elected 

to two (4-year) terms. The Prime Minister shall form a Cabinet of Ministers and submits them 

to the Parliament after the approval of the President. After the Parliament has approved the 

formation of a Government, it approves the Cabinet of Ministers with majority of the votes. 

During this process, the pre-existing Cabinet of Ministers shall continue to fulfill their duties 

 

Article 30. President shall appoint a parliament member (note, it is not necessary for being a 

parliament member after restoring the State.) as a vice president who must be of Turkic ethnic 

background. Who have devoted themselves to the Independence, self-sacrificing for East 

Turkistan people's interests, respected and loved by the East Turkistani people, at least 35, at 

most the age of 70, healthy, educated, and who espouse the national interest. 

President leaves the office for whatever reason, and the Vice President shall serve as a President 

until the end of the Presidency term. The vice president consistently provides information to the 

President about Parliament by monitoring it. The vice president serves as acting parliament 

speaker when the parliament speaker and deputy speaker leave position for whatever reason until 

the new speaker is elected. 

 

ARTICLE 31. The Prime Minister shall appoint one or two ministers to serve as Official 

Spokespersons for the Government. 

 

Article 31. The President shall appoint one or two ministers to serve as Official Spokespersons 

for the Government. 

 

ARTICLE 32. The Prime Minister shall report to Parliament at least once per year regarding the 

Government's Policies and the overall situation in the Homeland. The Prime Minister shall have 
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the right to maintain readiness of the armed forces during the times of war and peace, to 

supervise the activities of the Cabinet of Ministers, to warn three times those Ministers that act 

against the decrees adopted by the Cabinet of Ministers and to expel them out of the Cabinet if 

they do not take these warnings into account, to ensure that the laws are executed justly, to issue 

decrees that have the power of laws when the country faces extraordinary circumstances, and to 

declare martial law with the Parliament's approval. 

 

Article 32. The President shall report to Parliament at least once per year regarding the 

Government's Policies and the Homeland's overall situation. President has the right to issue 

decrees that have the power of laws when the country faces extraordinary circumstances and 

declares martial law. 

 

 

ARTICLE 57. With the exclusion of the allocations determined by law, no illegal expense shall 

beincurred by the East Turkistan Government. The Prime Minister is authorized, with the 

endorsement of the Parliament, to keep with him and spend funds required for the security and 

public business of the State. The Parliament shall endorse the annual financial budget of the 

State which shall be submitted by the Government with a simple majority of the votes. The 

Prime Minister shall have the budget expenses of the concerned Ministries and Institutes 

inspected every year by the Parliament's Commission of Inspection and Control. The 

aforementioned Commission shall be composed of Members of Parliament, the number 

whereof is 3, 5, 7, 9 or an odd number. 

 

Article 57. With the exclusion of the allocations determined by law, no illegal expense shall be 

incurred by the East Turkistan Government. With the endorsement of the Parliament, the 

President is authorized to keep with him and spend funds required for the security and public 

business of the State. The Parliament shall endorse the State's annual financial budget, which 

shall be submitted by the Government with a simple majority of the parliament votes. The 

President shall have the budget expenses of the concerned Ministries and Institutes inspected 

every six months by the Parliament's Commission of Inspection and Control. The Commission 

shall be composed of Members of Parliament, and the number of which is 5, 7, or odd. 

 

 

ARTICLE 64. The Parliament is vested with the authority to endorse the punishment of 

Treason.  

 

Article 64. Approval of two-thirds of Parliament and the supreme Court to endorse the 

punishment of Treason. 

 

 


